READ THIS -~

BEFORE YOU REMODEL
YOUR LAUNDRY ROOM

Thelaundry room has finally come into its own as a bright
and organized cleanup command center, whetherina
tidy corner of the basement or a nook next to the kitchen.
For help updating yours, check out our expert advice

on everything from energy-wise machines and thrifty
flooring options to the best labor-saving layout and how
to safeguard the house from a potential flood or fire.
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ALLTHEEXTRAS

There are dozens of ways to upgrade your
laundry room, but which of the bells and
whistles are really worth the extra money?

WORTH THE SPLURGE
> Replacing an old washer.
Switching cut one that's more
than 10 years old for an Energy
Star model can save you $35 a year in
energy bills because they are 30 percent
more efficient and use 50 percent less
water. Plus, you may gualify for rebates
and tax credits.
> Stainless-steel washer tubs and dryer
drums. They last longer than plastic or
porcelain-coated steeland won'tchip, crack,
scratch, or leave rust stains on clothes.
> Laundry chute (1). If you've got a clear
path between floors—no wiring,
plumbing, or ductwork to contert with—
eliminating those tiring trips down the
stairs with arms full of dirties can be
easier than you may think. Old-house
OWNETs Imay even
be able toconverta
decommissioned
dumbwaiter.
> Simple shower
stall (2). Useitto
bathe the dog, rinse
off muddy outdoor
gear, and hang
clothes as they
drip-dry.
>Movable or
built-inisland (3). Not just for kitchens,
these workhorses can serve as a folding
table or a homework station with stool
seating, and provide extra storage for
cleaning products, the toolbox, even
craft and gift-wrapping supplies.
> Television (4). It'll keep you entertained
during long periods of folding and ironing.




